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NEHEMIAH IV. 14. 


BE YE NOT AFRAID OF TEM: REMEMBER THE 
LORD WHICH is GREAT AND TERRIBLE, AND 
FIGHT FOR YOUR BRETHREN, YOUR SONS 
AND YOUR DAUGHTERS, YOUR WIVES AND 
YOUR HOUSES, | 


SUCH was the animating language, in which 
the Jewiſh Governor addreſſed his countrymen, 
who were employed in rebuilding the walls 
of Jeruſalem, and were in momentary expecta- 
+ tion of an attack from their inveterate and re- 
( lentleſs enemies! © Jeruſalem the holy city” 
had begun once more * to put on her ſtrength;” 
the captive daughter of Sion had ſhaken her- 
* ſelf from the duſt: an event this, which, as 
it was wholly unexpected by them, could not 
but be highly mortifying to the ſurrounding 
nations, who. had contributed to her diſgrace, 
and cruelly inſulted her in her affliction. They 
therefore 
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| therefore eagerly conſpired againſt her, and ſe- 


cretly reſolved on her deſtruction ! It was then 
that Nehemiah, animated at once with zeal 
for his religion, and a noble ardour for the 
welfare of his country, put arms into the hands 
of the nobles, the rulers, and the reſt of the 
people; and addreſſed them in the words of 
my text. He exhorted them not to be alarm- 
ed at the menaces of an inſolent foe ; but to 
remember the wonderful interferences of God 
in favour of their forefathers, and the terrible 
vengeance, with which he had purſued thoſe 


who had riſen up againſt them. Be ye not 


afraid of them; remember the Lord which is 


«« great and terrible. But becauſe there might 


be ſome amongſt them, on whoſe minds the 
recollection of former favours would not ſo far 
operate, as to induce them to oppoſe their ene- 
mies to the laſt, he proceeds further to enforce 
this reflection alſo, that on the iſſue of the 
conteſt in which they were about to engage, 
depended the future happineſs or miſery of 


thoſe, to whom they were bound by the ten- 
dereſt 
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dereſt ties of natural affection. Fight,“ ſays 


he, for your brethren, your ſons and your 
* daughters, your wives, and your houſes!“ 
His exhortation produced the deſired effect : 
they ſeized their arms with alacrity, and pre- 
pared themſelves manfully to reſiſt their ene- 
mies; who, diſmayed and confounded, were 
obliged to deſiſt from their deſtructive deſigns. 


I have dwelt thus particularly on the words 
juſt read to you, becauſe I know not, that 


throughout the whole Scripture Hiſtory any 


other paſſage can be found, which might with 
ſo much propriety and advantage be brought to 
your remembrance at ſuch a time and on ſuch 
an occaſion as the preſent. I ſee before me a 


virtuous and honourable band, who have volun- 


tanily come forward in defence of their country 
in this her hour of danger; and are proud to 


contribute their endeavours to repel the aggreſ- 


ſion, and cruſh the inſolent deſigns of an inve- 
terate and vindictive foe. We are not, it is 


true, in the ſame ſituation that the Jews were 


when 
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when Nehemiah undertook the adminiſtration 
of their affairs; we have not yet (thanks be to 
God) we have not yet ſtooped under the yoke 
of captivity, or become a tributary province of 
the Great Nation. But to this miſerable ſtate 
of degradation muſt we, it is to be feared, be 
reduced, if our hearts are not determined, as 
the heart of one man, to reſiſt to the utmoſt 
of our ability the artful intrigues and open 
attacks of an invading enemy. 


We are fallen on perilous and momentous 


times : from every ſide great and unprecedented 


dangers threaten to overwhelm us: and our only 


hope, under favout of Heaven, our only chance 
of weathering the. impending ſtorm, 1s by a cor- 
dial and honeſt union of all for our mutual ſup- 
port and protection. The preſent is not the ſea- 


ſon for Engliſhmen to indulge their unfortunate 


_ propenſity to party ſpirit and diſſenſion. The 
queſtion is not now what man, or what ſet of 
men, ſhall dire& our affairs; but whether we 


ſhall have any government at all which we 


Can 
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can call our own; any conſtitution, indepen- 
dent of the will and caprice of a foreign power. 
Hitherto may we boaſt of having been a pecu- 
larly favoured people; hitherto has our iſland 
exhibited ſuch a diſplay of glory and firmneſs, 
of power and greatneſs, of private happineſs 


and public proſperity, as can ſcarce be paral- 


lelled in the annals of mankind. We have en- 
joyed for more than a century the bleſſings of 
a well-conſtituted government ; not ſubject to 
the arbitrary will of an abſolute monarch, but 
to mild and ſalutary laws of our own enacting; 
by which the welfare and ſecurity of every 
claſs of the community is equally conſulted 


and provided for. To this ſyſtem of rational 


liberty is added the free and uncontrouled ex- 
erciſe of a pure religion, equally exempt from 


the narrow principles of fanaticiſm, and the oſ- 


tentatious vanity of ſuperſtition. Surely theſe 
are bleſſings worth preſerving, worth contend- 
ing for. They have raiſed at once the envy 
and hatred of our implacable enemies ; and to 
overthrow them has long been, if not the 
avowed, yet the ſecret, object of all their ma- 


8 chinations. 
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chinations. For ſome time indeed “ their 
words were ſmoother than oil;” yet even 
then © had they war in their hearts:“ but 
now, intoxicated with ſucceſs, they have thrown 
aſide the maſk, have openly declared their in- 
tention of invading theſe kingdoms, and inſo- 
lently proclaimed the great end they hope to 
accompliſh thereby; viz. the utter deſtruction 
of our preſent happy conſtitution, civil and re- 
ligious; inaſmuch as they have declared its 


exiſtence to be wholly incompatible with the 


fafety and proſperity of their own Republic. 


We have now therefore no alternative but war 
or ſlavery : every overture towards an accom- 
modation with them, every attempt to treat 
on fair and equitable terms, has been reject- 
ed on their parts with inſolence and diſdain. 
Should we tamely ſubmit to their demands, 
we may eaſily perceive what muſt be our lot 
from the treatment which other nations have 
experienced at their hands. Look at the ſitua- 
tion to which they have reduced the once 
flouriſhing ſtates of Belgium and of Holland. 

Vet 
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Yet to theſe nations they profeſſed themſelves 
friendly, and declared that, they entered their 
country only to deliver them trom the yoke 
of bondage, and to diſpenſe unto them the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings of liberty. If then pillage 
and extortion, degradation and inſult, are the 
portion of thoſe whom they call their friends 
and allies; ſhould their deſigns againſt theſe 
kingdoms be attended with ſucceſs, what treat- 
ment muſt be expected by a people, whom 
they have diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of 
their bittereſt enemies? Rapacious and inſatia- 
ble, the object of the French, like that of the 
Roman Republic, is univerſal dominion ; like 
that too, they employ at once the engines of 
treachery and of force to accompliſh their de- 
ſigns. Witneſs their perfidious and oppreſſive 
conduct towards the leſſer ſtates of Italy, and 


their unprovoked and unjuſtifiable attack on 
America ; witneſs the deep-laid treachery with 
which they undermined, and the more than 
ſavage inhumanity with which they at laſt 
| overturned the conſtitution of the deluded 


C2 Swils. 


I 12 ] 
Swiſs, Unhappy Switzerland! had but your 


ſons cordially united for their mutual protec- 


tion, they would not have beheld the deſola- 
tion of your fields, and “ your fenced cities 
laid waſte with the ſword.” III-fated peo- 
ple! had but your rulers attentively conſidered 
the ſcenes that were paſſing before them, and 
acted with alacrity and vigour ; they would 
not have become a dreadful warning to the 
reſt of Europe, how they temporize with an 
intriguing foe, or place implicit confidence in 
the profeſſions of a French Directory. 


Happily for the ſecurity of theſe kingdoms, 
their deſigns have been long ſeen through; and 
ſuch proviſions made for our defence, that had 
they ventured on a ſudden and ſecret attack, 
they would not have found us wholly unprepared 


to meet them. But now, ſince they have openly 


avowed their intentions, ſuch a noble ſpirit has 
pervaded all ranks, as muſt render our. efforts 
againſt them irreſiſtible, and ſecure to us the 
invaluable bleſſings of independence. In every 

| diſtrict, 


5 


WI 


t 38 J 


diſtrict, and in every town, aſſociations have 
been formed for the purpoſe of fruſtrating their 
deſigns, by repelling their open attacks, and 
baffling their ſecret machinations. Even among 
theſe peaceful retirements, theſe ſacred haunts 
of religion and of learning, hath the generous 
ardour of public ſpirit ſnone forth in a moſt 
conſpicuous manner. This our Univerſity had 
long been remarkable for its firm and inviolable 
attachment to the Britiſh conſtitution : when 
that conſtitution appeared to be in danger, you 
her ſons generouſly came forward in its defence, 
and nobly offered your perſonal ſervices for its 
protection. The eagerneſs and ſpirit which 
were manifeſted on this occaſion, reflect at 
once the higheſt honour perſonally on your- 
ſelves, and the greateſt credit on this the place 
of your education. Nor let any over- anxious 
perſons be alarmed, leſt the introduction of an 
armed aſſociation into theſe ſeats of learning 
ſhould be attended with the evil conſequences 
of defeating the purpoſes for which they were 
intended by their pious and munificent found- 

ers. 
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ers. Arms and arts are not ſo much at variance 
with each other; they have often jointly con- 
tributed to advance the reputation as well of 
ſtates, as of individuals. Athens was at once 
the moſt warlike and moſt poliſhed city - of 
Greece; and the united {kill and learning of a 
Xenophon and a Cæſar of old, and of a Fre- 
deric and a Wolfe in latter times, will abun- 
dantly prove, that a conſummate knowledge 
of, and indefatigable attention to, military af- 


fairs, are by no means incompatible with the 


more peaceful and elegant purſuits of literature. 
It is true, theſe ſeats were deſigned for the 
protection and cultivation of the more peaceful 
ſciences, and for the advancement of religion 
and of learning; and it is the duty of every 
member thereof to keep in view this deſign, 
and promote, as far as he is able, the great 
end of ſuch magnificent inſtitutions. But at 
the preſent alarming criſis, when We are me- 
naced with inſtant invaſion, when our very ex- 
iſtence as an independent people 18 at ſtake, 
there is a duty incumbent on us all, paramount 


to 
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to every conſideration, the bounden duty of 
ſupporting and defending our country, by cheer- 
fully contributing towards the exigencies of the 
ſtate, or by perſonal ſervices, if our bodily ſtrength 
will permit : and poor muſt be that man's ſpi- 
rit, and weak. indeed the influence of natural 
affection on his mind, who can at fuch a time 
ignobly ſhrink from the taſk, and tamely take 
refuge under the ſhelter of academic retirement. 
We admire the ſtate of excellence at which 
the arts and ſciences arrived in Greece; we re- 
vere the works of her poets, her orators, and 
her | hiſtorians; but it was the unconquerable 
patriotiſm of her heroes who fell at Thermo- 
pylz, or conquered on the plains of Marathon, 


Which rendered her name immortal, and eom- 


manded the enthuſiaſtic applauſe of every ſuc- 
ceeding generation. 


Yet a few words more, and I have donc. 
We are here aſſembled for the ſolemn purpoſe 
of receiving and conſecrating thoſe ſtandards, 
round which you are to rally; and under the 
ſhadow of. Which you are, if neceſſary, to march 

into 


[16] 
into action: and may that all-powerful Being, 
who ordereth and diſpoſeth of all human af- 


fairs, grant ſucceſs to your undertakings ; may 


He to whom victory belongeth” protect you 
in the day of battle, and reſtore you with tri- 
umph to your grateful country ! In the mean 
time let me ſeriouſly exhort you not to forget 
that God, who hath done ſo great things for 
% us already.” A due obſervance of your reli- 
gious duties can never be incompatible with 
your military character. Religion never can 
unnerve your arms, or unman your courage; 
nay, in the hour of penl, it will add freſh con- 
fidence to your ſouls, and recruit thera when 
they are fainting. ' In a word, offer up your 


y addrefles to Heaven, and put your truſt therein; 
| fo may you be affured, that amidſt all the hard- 


ſhips you may undergo, all the dangers you 
may be expoſed to, though an hoſt ſhould 
be encamped agus you, though war ſhould 
* ariſe againſt you; yet © the Lord of Hoſts 
vill be with you, the God of Jacob will be 
« your refuge.” 1 
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